Subgingival occurrence and antimicrobial susceptibility of enteric rods and pseudomonads from Brazilian periodontitis patients.
The occurrence and in vitro antimicrobial sensitivity of isolates of enteric rods and pseudomonads were examined in 80 periodontitis patients, 17 to 58 years of age, in São Paulo, Brazil. Speciation and in vitro antimicrobial susceptibility testing were performed using the BBL Crystal enteric/nonfermenter system and the Etest for amoxicillin/clavulanic acid, ciprofloxacin and doxycycline. A total of 30 strains were isolated from 25 (31.2%) of the study subjects. Pseudomonas aeruginosa occurred in nine patients, Serratia marcescens in seven, and five other species were recovered in lower prevalence. All study organisms demonstrated high susceptibility to ciprofloxacin but exhibited variable susceptibility patterns to the other antimicrobial agents tested. In conclusion, the high occurrence of enteric rods and pseudomonads in these subjects may be important in the pathogenesis of periodontitis, and ciprofloxacin might be the antibiotic of choice to eradicate these pathogens from periodontal pockets.